Neuroleptic malignant syndrome (NMS): challenge with zuclopenthixol and follow-up--a case report.
In view of its receptor-binding profile, zuclopenthixol was used for NMS-challenge in the past 2 years. In 2 patients uneventful challenge took place. One patient showed recurrence of NMS. This occurrence may have been due to challenge shortly after the first episode had abated, and to use of a relatively high dose of zuclopenthixol. Differences in results of challenge showed no relationship with findings on follow-up: the patients who suffered recurrence had an uneventful recovery. One of the others showed a persisting organic amnestic syndrome, lasting now for more than 1.5 year, with EEG disturbances. The last patient rapidly developed tardive dyskinesia, despite the fact that he was treated with neuroleptics for a relatively short time. A hypothesis concerning these effects is presented.